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Abstract Being a representative persistent organic pollutant(POP) , PAH swaswidegpread in China and 16
PAH s as priority pollutants pramulgated by US Envirormental Protection Agency (EPA) had nearly been deter-
mined in various envirormental media including amogphere, water, ssdiment, il and organisn. This research re-
presents an asessnent of the current state of pollution and risk from polycyclic aramatic hydrocarbons (PAH s)
in China On a national basis PAH s levels in amogphere were relatively high and a high biological mpaiment
were most likely to be posed in China, expecially in north Furthemore, surface water was universally polluted by
PAH s and heavily in sme areas The concentration of PAH s in ssdiments tended  be a range-lowv rik in most
areas while distribution profile in sediment cores shaved a tendency of rapidly increase with econamic develop-
ment W ith the snall anount of investigation in China, PAH s pollution asociated with lov adverse biological
effects in ils and organisn, but high risk in vegetables in Imited areas

Key words polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons ( PAHSs); enviormental media distribution; ecological
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Fig 2 Contentsof PAHs in sediments in China
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